ORDINANCE NO. 13,977
AN ORDINANCE to amend the Municipal Code of the City of Des
Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June
5, 2000, and amended by Ordinance No. 13,854, dated August 21,
2000, by repealing paragraphs (a), (b) and (e) of Section 18-202
thereof and enacting new paragraphs (a), (b) and (e)of Section
18-202, relating to the seizure, impoundment and disposition of
dangerous animals.
Be It Ordained by the City Council of the
City of Des Moines, Iowa:
Section 1. That the Municipal Code of the City of Des Moines,
Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5,
2000, and amended by Ordinance No. 13,854, dated August 21,
2000, is hereby amended by repealing paragraphs (a), (b) and (e)
of Section 18-202 thereof and enacting new paragraphs (a), (b)
and (e)of Section 18-202, relating to the seizure, impoundment
and disposition of dangerous animals, as follows:
Sec. 18-202. Seizure, impoundment and
disposition of dangerous animals.
(a) The chief humane
officer or his or her
designee, in his or her
discretion or upon
receipt of a complaint
alleging that a
particular animal is a
dangerous animal as
defined in this article,
may initiate proceedings
to declare such animal a
dangerous animal. A
hearing on the matter
shall be conducted by
the city manager or his
or her designee. The
person owning, keeping,
sheltering, or harboring
the animal in question
shall be given not less
than 72 hours' written
notice of the time and
place of the hearing.

The notice shall set
forth the description of
the animal in question
and the basis for the
allegation of
dangerousness. The
notice shall also set
forth that if the animal
is determined to be
dangerous it may be
ordered destroyed or the
owner may be given the
option to remove it from
the city or cause it to
be destroyed. The notice
shall be served upon any
adult residing at the
premises where the
animal is located or may
be posted on those
premises if no adult is
present to accept
service. A notice that a
dog is a dangerous
animal may include as an
alternative an
allegation that a dog is
a vicious dog under
sections 18-41 and 18-59
of this chapter, and the
hearings shall proceed
together under this
section.
(b) If, after hearing,
the city manager or his
or her designee
determines that an
animal is dangerous, the
city manager or his or
her designee shall
either order the animal
destroyed in a humane
manner by the chief
humane officer, or order
the person owning,
sheltering, harboring or

keeping the animal to
remove it from the city
or to cause it to be
destroyed in a humane
manner. The order shall
immediately be served
upon the individual or
entity against whom
issued in the same
manner as the notice of
hearing. If the animal
is ordered to be
destroyed by the chief
humane officer such
order shall be carried
out after the appeal
period in subsection (c)
of this section has
expired. If the animal
is ordered to be removed
from the city or
destroyed by the owner,
such order must be
complied with within
three days of its
issuance, otherwise the
city manager or his or
her designee is
authorized to seize and
impound the animal. An
animal so seized shall
be impounded for a
period of seven days.
If, at the end of the
impoundment period, the
individual or entity
against whom the order
of the city manager or
his or her designee was
issued has not appealed
such order to the city
council, the city
manager or his or her
designee shall cause the
animal to be destroyed
in a human manner.

--------------------------------(e) If the city council
affirms the action of
the city manager or his
or her designee, the
city council shall
either order the animal
destroyed by the chief
humane officer, or order
that the individual or
entity owning,
sheltering, harboring,
or keeping such
dangerous animal shall
remove such animal from
the city or cause it to
be destroyed in a humane
manner. The decision and
order shall immediately
be served upon the
person or entity against
whom rendered in the
same manner as the order
to remove or destroy. If
the animal is ordered to
be destroyed by the
chief humane officer the
order shall be effective
on the fourth day after
receipt of the order by
the owner unless the
county district court
has been petitioned to
review the order within
the first three days
after receipt. If the
animal is ordered to be
removed from the city or
to be destroyed by the
owner and such order is
not appealed to the
county district court
and is not complied with
within three days after
receipt of the order by
the owner, the chief

humane officer or his or
her designee is
authorized to seize and
impound such dangerous
animal. An animal so
seized shall be
impounded for a period
of seven days. If, at
the end of the
impoundment period, the
individual or entity
against whom the
decision and order of
the city council was
issued has not
petitioned the county
district court for a
review of the order, the
city manager or his or
her designee shall cause
the animal to be
destroyed in a humane
manner.
-----------------------------Sec. 2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from
and after its passage and publication as provided by law.
FORM APPROVED:
Douglas P. Philiph, Assistant City Attorney
Preston Daniels, Mayor
Attest:
I, Donna Boetel-Baker, City Clerk of the City of Des Moines,
Iowa, hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true copy
of an ordinance (Roll Call No. 01-2435) , passed by the City
Council of said City at a meeting held August 6,2001, signed by
the Mayor on August 6, 2001, and published as provided by law in
the Business Record on August 20, 2001. Authorized by
Publication Order No.1859.
Donna Boetel-Baker, MMC, City Clerk

