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SYNOPSIS - 

 

On September 11, 2000, by Roll Call No. 00-3706, the City Council 

received a request from the Easter Lake Task Force to discuss 

including the Polk County Conservation Board in the development 

process for the Easter Lake area. Staff has reviewed this request with 

representatives of the Polk County Conservation Board and 

developed an approach that would put in place provisions in the 

Grading and Erosion Control Ordinance to include the Polk County 

Conservation Board in the review process prior to the issuance of any 

grading permits in sensitive areas of the Easter Lake watershed.  

 

This approach would require any regulated grading (5000 sq. ft or 

more in area), located in the watershed area south of Easter Lake, east 

of Indianola Road, and west of East 36th Street to be submitted to the 

Polk County Conservation Board for review and comment prior to 

the issuance of a grading permit. In highly sensitive areas directly 

adjacent to the southern edge of the Lake and north of Easter Lake 

Drive, it is intended to require all regulated grading to be reviewed 

and approved by the Polk County Conservation Board prior to the 

issuance of a grading permit. In the event approval cannot be granted, 

the Board would be required to suggest remedial action.  

 

The present Grading and Erosion Control Ordinance (Sections 42-26 

through 42-122 of the Municipal Code) contains an appeal process 

which is considered and acted upon by the Plan and Zoning 

Commission and may be further appealed to the City Council for 

consideration and action. In this case, it is suggested to require a 6/7 

vote of the City Council to overturn any remedial action required by 

the Polk County Conservation Board in the designated sensitive 

areas. It is intended that this Board would be under the same review 

and response time that is required of the City (15 days) in order to 

timely review and respond to any grading application.  

 

This matter is before the City Council at this time for approval of the 

concept and for authorization to negotiate with the Polk County 

Conservation Board on the final terms of a 28E Agreement and 

amendments to the Municipal Code to establish the joint review 



process discussed above. 

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT -  

 

None. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION -  

 

Approval of the concept and authorization for City Manager to 

negotiate 28E Agreement with Polk County Conservation Board. 

 

 

BACKGROUND - 
 

In 1988, the City of Des Moines annexed an area south of Easter 

Lake. Following this annexation and the adoption of the tax 

abatement program, the City experienced significant residential 

development in this area. As development has intensified in this area 

and moved closer to the boundaries of the Lake and tributaries, the 

concerns about sedimentation and water pollution have increased. In 

1994, the City contracted with Snyder and Associates, Inc. to develop 

a Storm Water Master Plan for this area in order to recommend 

necessary improvements to the main tributaries for the purpose of 

reducing the impact of storm water run-off and pollutants into Easter 

Lake. The recommendations included in this Master Plan have been a 

basis for the recent development of several basins and Storm Water 

control features as development has occurred within this area.  

 

Representatives of the Polk County Conservation Board, who are 

responsible for the maintenance and management of the Lake, have 

continued to express concerns of development within the Easter Lake 

watershed. They have reported that over the years sediment entering 

the Lake has caused considerable damage that has resulted in the loss 

of surface area and loss of depth. With the implementation the 

Southeast Storm Water Master Plan, sedimentation impact has been 

reduced; however, with development intensifying in this area and 

moving closer to the edge of the Lake and the main tributaries, it is 

requested by the Polk County Conservation Board that they be 

allowed to participate on the review and approval of grading permits 

in sensitive areas.  
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